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London, we have been able to compare a sample of our hydrocarbon ob
tained from soils1 with a sample of the same hydrocarbon obtained from 
vegetable sources. A mixture of the two substances melts at 68°, the 
same temperature as the melting point of either one alone. , This estab
lishes conclusively the identity of the two compounds. 
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The new edition of this introduction to organic chemistry is written 
along the same lines as its predecessor. The most unique feature of the 
text is the radical departure from the general method of treatment of the 
subject, and the dropping of the division of organic chemistry into fatty 
and organic compounds. An attempt has been made to bring the book 
up to date, and considerable new and interesting material has been added. 
Less material however is presented than in other introductory text books 
of organic chemistry. 

The chapter on Compounds of Interest in Physiology and Pathology 
has been rewritten on the basis of the classification of proteins recently 
adopted by the American Society of Biological Chemists and the American 
Physiological Society. 

Owing to the overwhelming and increasing mass of chemical data at 
the disposal of a writer it might be expected that some errors will appear 
in a text of this character. There is one misstatement however in this 
book to which the reviewer is compelled to call attention. He was 
certainly surprised to read on page 295 that "uracil the mother substance 
of uric acid has not been prepared." This pyrimidine was first syn
thesized by Fischer and Roeder in 1901 (Ber. chem. Ges., 34, 3751) 
and later by Wheeler and Merriam in 1903 (Am, Chem. J., 29, 478). 
The latest paper on the synthesis of this compound was published by 
Wheeler and Liddle in 1908 (Am. Chem. / . , 40, 547). 

The reviewer also desires to call attention to pages 306 and 307, where 
the author states that ethyl cyanate is formed by the action of cyanogen 
chloride on sodium ethylate and that the ester is decomposed by alkali 
giving alcohol and potassium cyanate. A student would naturally 
conclude from these statements that the oxygen esters of cyanic acid 
HNCO are capable of existence. The statement is evidently based on 
the statements in Beilstein's Handbuch, 1, 1266-7, hut the author has 
evidently overlooked the fact that Nef (Ann., 287, 310) examined the 
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behavior of cyanogen chloride towards sodium alcoholate and showed 
that they combine, giving diethyl iminocarbonate HN: C(OC2H5)2. He 
states: "Die wirklichen Ester der normalen Cyansaure sind bislang nicht 
bekannt." See also Beilstein's "Handbuch" (Erganzungsband), Vol. I, 
p. 719, and Richter's "Organische Chemie," Vol. I, p. 510 (edition of 1909). 

The author believes that a satisfactory knowledge of organic chemistry 
cannot be acquired from a text-book alone and recommends a large amount 
of laboratory work. This is a commendable view. In order to aid the 
instructor in directing experimental work a series of preparations is ap
pended to each chapter of the book. T. B. JOHNSON. 
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